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Asnadﬂ—lnads ni heauhiul people set a course for Croatia’s I]almalmn coast, Lisa Grainger
checks out the hotels, bars and restaurants drawing them in. Photographs by Sean Gleason

% A view of Hvar marina
"‘t“ from the Spanjol fortress
overloaking tha town




I could give just
ong tip to anyonc
thinking ol

going to Croatia, it would be this:
don’t take fitted clothes As well

as improving the mind, any visit
will increase the girth. The country
has taken all the richest ingredients
frown a succession of invaders —
Grecks, Romans, Slavs, Ottamans,
French, Venelians and Austrians —
and turned them into one greal
{east: of history, culture and art,
andd 1 cuisine that makes one wish
ONE Wasn't guite 5o greedy.

Just over a decade ago, [ollowing
the: war that broke up the wix
republics of the former Yugoshavia,
much of Croatia lay in ruins. Iis
prized Adratic town, Dubrovnik,
had breen under sicge [or seven
months and hombed by more than
2000 martars, Today, strolling
around the UNESCO-listed walled
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Left, harbourside
seats ab Hvar's
Hula Hula Bar.
Befow, lunch at
Luka's Taverna

in Kobas Bay.
Oppaosite, clockwise
fram top lofl
Hwvar harbour and
waterfront: Itafian
tourisks in Hvar;
the bar at the
Riva. Hvar Yacht
Harbour Hotel

city, one would never know there
had been a war, Qo W Tamparts of
ity 12th-contury citadel, contonted
tourists look eaut cver chimmaring
seds and terracotla roofs, akmg

in the scent of orang and over I'ipn}
fige: below them, men in pressed
linen javhets savour capressos in
the shade of bougainvilluea. In the
evening, the sound of jazs and
clinking wine glasses drills down
from rooltop bars as little vaches
return 1o harhour with cargoes of
bikini-clad heauties.

Croatia is known for ils rustic
charm; but in the past 10 years,
simgce [alians crowned the Croatian
eoast their new Amalfi and the
English discovered that the Adriatic
coast 15 as beautiful as the South
of Franee (without gquite the same
linancial sting or crowds), it has
hecome mereasingly sophisticated.
Alongside the faded traditional
hotels there are now a handful
of slick little bars. sastronomic
rectaurants and hip hotels packed
with savvy visitors [rom Tokyo,
MNew York and bevond.

The food, thanks to the quality
of local ingredients, is astoundingly
good. In cight days - travelling,
from Dubrovmik along the coast 1o
the Peljefac peninsula, then o the
islands of Korgula, Hvar and Vis —

[ had only one disappointing meal;
and, in the name ol vestigative
trave] journalism, [ ate for England.
At Gil's restaurant in Dubrovnik,
on the citadel walls overlooking
the harbour, [ sampled an cight
course gastro-menu, with sesame
tuna, trufflc tortcllini and grilled
lobster with asparagus. In the
oyster-harvesting village of Ston,

a fisherman opened six huge shells
for me so 1 could appreciate the
creatures’ butlery saltiness straight
from the water. In little villages

on the Peljefac peninsula, six types
of pra (the Croatian version of
prosautio) were offered in the rastic
restaurant Konobha Antunovic.
cach accompanicd by diffcrent dark-
red, mingral rich wines by Mare
Mrgudic; and a1 Frano Milog's
vineyard, pudding was provided in
the form of thick, hency-lragranced
Stapnum clesser wine,

But the most delicious thing to
cat on this coast is fish. Croatia is
vnly due o enter the EU in 2013,



Bonj ‘les bains'
beach club in
Hvar. Opposite.
clockwise from fop
the lohby lounge
at the Adriana,
Hwvar Spa Hotcl;
on the beach at
Carpe Diem un
Stipanska island:

a calé in Hwear
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s0 These walers have yet w be
desitroyed by large-seale European
trawders There are said 1o e S
varieries of edibie sca croatur

in this part of the Adratic, from
gea hags Tund, Dream and sardincs
Lo giant langoustines and sopuid
(the latter often cooked in its own
ink with rice). Most restaurants
have arrangements with specifie
fishermen, who transport their
eateh directly to the kitchen door.
Miksa Barigié, the owner of the
charming Macondo restaurant in
his old family home in Hvar, gets
five hoatloads a day. “Some little
fishes we fry, the sardines we stulf
and barbecue, the bass we cook
aver wood with herbs, and the
lobsters we serve with homemade
spaghetii) he says. Every day fresh,
every day dilferent.

OT THAT EaTiNG and

drinking arc the only

things 1o do on this popular

part of Croatia’s coastling,
Tanming on the pebble beaches,
exploring ancient cities and partying
are Luken just as serious!y.

And rather wonderfully for
these who like Lheir luxuries, such
activitics can now be experienced
in considerable siyle, hence the
influx of celehrities: Beyoueé (who
dined at Gil's). Tom Cruise
(who staved on a Hitle island ofT
Dubrovaik ), Princess Caroline of
Manaco, Eva Longoria, Kevin
Spacey and Gwyneth Paltrow (all
spotted cating out in Hyvar),

‘Because there are now really
pood restawrants and cafés on

[T four-star Adriana, Hvar Spa Hotel (00 355

2] TEOZ00: www suncamiwarcom; doubles from
E104).
i by o

thie vivicl purple interics

s hiest hiclel on e sland, Although
f its ressaption-dnd Bar
jar shghily agamsl (he wid Dl i the mignn
itn bedrooms are mione miuked, with ontemparary
decor and the best sea views 10 town: suites 306
and 314 are recommended, Fven botter, heres

a =pe i which Lo detox after palying, an GH renl
har to refresh ook buffed toenails, a 2h-meine

wdirity pool, spacious baleones foe suntrathung.

and a glass:- fronted bar which is a goo
poand froen whash fo watch Lhe suipacs
Giuesly can use the Bonj Ses bains® boach o
{fraen about £35 a day for a sun-lounges 1o £290

side deck with chairs

wantapme

lar a privale
chaded four-px
strasght 16

R |

¢ and Champame) with steps
the sea and waitress senica,

Tha restaurants i Hvar aré somie of the best n
Croatia; in parbeular Zord (00 385 21 715231

e zor br abioub £70 for bwo without wine) an
the wlet of PalrmiZzana, rust by brother and sister
[ Matke Kovadevic and lva Tarminewic. Thair
tarmly hag livied herg for 300 years, 1ha restaurarn 1l
evohving trom o simple seaside lewnz toa ral e
hut alapant space with lolding giass walls and

a palm-s € va s the cook, producing
wnochout dishas such as delicate octapus salad,
Mt style marinatad teng larlarg and a fine
cour-orangae Lar | Passarola (00 385 21 717354
weewreataurant passarola.cy; aboul 1000 may
Iook basic - simple while wails wiadsn Lebies
ancl a slightly biand roof ferrace - but the food s
sophisticatad, 115 chef, Hrvoje Jirojevic. has been
1 the Crogtun cookng team (yes, ane exists!)
Ter tmes, ancd Lurnd oult ©
seampi-stuffed tig, smoked

s, tasty dishes
pd, morkfist wilh

die the throbting Carpe Diem nighlcluly

s bl

romenery groosh - and bis waters, ploarly

By BAUCALNE Buesls on el werses 1o rmstoh.
Fer aimplor fich, served o0 It wWooden klies
i e crarranmg cokbled strent, try Macondn

(0 389 2L s, about 507, Althuugh e
fich plattars are perectly cooked and just caught
frach, Incals return primarily tor e Greatian
snecialily of gregads, an unuiuoeus fisherman's
stew, thick with polals and gartic.

[ry summer most peaple come nere o parly, so
the day LsiAlly starts e, Donk Coffee wn the
Liaysicke (e lerrace b Riva, Hyvar Yacht Harbour
Hotel iv weil Tncated for wabcheng Doats), wander
around the food markel to fhe sland's ol
shop - Deliviae Mediterranecae sedlingz wirne,
cheese and ham — thenon to The Barsdiclne
comvent ard the very pretty cathedral,

It's a graat treat o whize about (he 1sland
an-a hirad acooler, the hilly interior 15 craggy A
uisnailt, with anoert stone wails. olive groves
and lavender, 10 hall 3 day you can got Lo Star
Grad, Hvar's leasl toarisly town, slopping on the
wity back ol Milna or Zarade 1o o sarm I you're
brave, hire o baat at the quayside and explore
she Pakleni stands (prices range ron abost £50
for a little chugges to £E00 3 day for a 523 Ry
Syndancer 290, a return boat fax o the bast
Beach, Palimizana, costs aboul £10 per persart).

Spend evenngs at the relaxed beachside
Hula Hula Bar (or the srmartor rocfton bar at the
Adriana hotel) and danca under the trees at tha
beach outpest of Carpe Diem {we

wizar pe-diem-

Fearcor on the nearby sland of Supanska,
whera parties generally start atter midnight
Ot rniss oub on jeweliery shopping. There ars
cemeeral beautiful boutiques, the best of which s
o by Tanja Curin (00 385 21 742218 wanw
tanjacurinpwelnoomhrg who mixes stones from
ali mver 1he wiordd in theatrical but stylish ways,




these islands. says Michael Bird of
luxury holiday company Dalmatian
Destinations, “the coast is now firmly
on the mega-yachl itinerary. So
you do get Lhe really wealthy here:
Roman Abramovich, Bill Gates,
the Haollywood set.” In high season,
[rom July to September, he says,

the super-yachts are often so
cnormous that Itom sea one can’t
see the buildings for boats, ‘Last
year, on Vis island, which has only
89 moorings, we had 300 vachts
moored, including 26 mega-yachts,
S0 it gets pretiy husy.

Lven in mid-Tune, when | visited,
the harbours were humming with the
wealthy and the well-heeled, hanging
out in Missoni mini-dresses and
Havaianas Mip-flops by day and
shaking toned, bronzed bodies with
young Eurg-studs (and a few suave
old Cohiba-smoking sugar-daddics)
al nightclubs under the stars,

In Hvar in summer, the pace
of life changes to take account of
the serious partying that happens
all night, every night, Breakfast
starts at Tlum-ish in a cool part of
the piazza, with tired eves hidden
behind tortoiseshell Wayfarer or
zold Aviator sunelasses. Lunch is
taken at » shaded beach taverna
such as Zori {(where [ had my best
meal in Croatia) or at the slamorous
1930s Bonj “les bains’ bathing cluh,
where four-poster. Balinese-style
daybeds can be hired for the day
and Champagne is delivered in silver
ice-buckets by greparious wailresses
in tiny white skirts. Cocktails mvight
be taken in the rooftop bar at the
Adriana hotel or the walerside Hulg
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Hula Bar.where a DI spins dises
witilc cool couples sip Caipirinhas
on loungers, watching the sun xl'[p
beneath the sea. By 1pm. evervone
i glammed up again and back ou
un the straets. eating. parading and
aller midniglt alﬁnnn_}'j-_u_a_; in bars
owerlooking the marina. by pools, or
ol Llerraccs bencath d roof ol stars,

HILE PARTVING in hip
TU-' II" fr / hotels is always
welcome, on this tip
| J ) my Loubouting oot less
wear than my walking shoes: there's
cerlainly plenty to see in Croatia’s
historic towns, In Dubrovnik, for
example. a Dominican monastery
heavy with holy artefacts, from gold-
embroidercd robes to the bones of
saints partially enclosed in silver:
a Franciscan monastery with one of
the oldest pharmacies in the world
(and 2 scarily large cupboard of
poisons): and a cathedral treasury
with, it is claimed, a picee of the
cross on which Jesus was crucified,
Hrvar island’s marina, set below
a medieval castle, lies alongside onc
of Europe’s most romantic piaas,
surrounded by the continent’s oldest
muncipal theatre and a Benedictine
convent in which nuns still fashion
fine white lace from agave threads,
Korfula’s T4th-century town
walls are adorned with examples
of masterful masonry skills: lions
that growl menacingly above the
cathedral door, delicate Romanesque
pillars, Latin inscriptions artfully
carved into walls,
And Vis, still remarkably
untouched, has churches dating

LeSic Dt Pakave (U0 350 S0 S0
WA lEsin-cimitnl cor s an neepactad front
& fermer palacs divicked by ks Dirigish oy ien s
Nk six cortermporary apartments, aach with
Innn.I Spaces and private kitchors. The docor
|“"II""""I11 and rspiracd b Mars I'"-‘I
fwino is said o hawe boeen boen on the
The prettiest
. a ol while rootap
Trom €300 B&EY, the
BUToom space with red cailings
et [aresture, 15 for [hose with mare
tersles (from £L.050 B&E). The hotal
has its own haddsome, Falied sailing boat
the Vipera, for island excorsions and swimming
trips (hom €150 for twio kours), as well a5
A risdorbnal for rmaonlit sup

.I.;m,_, 8

& port Philippe: Sha Pl Artian,

agrartrment s 1he
sludio with sea w
Wernoe, a thres

A

opal

wra. The menoral

manager, Tonl Lozica, a than-life loeal with
a substantial appat

leads oxcursions to vineyards

ile f:

wire, Iooed and sorg

I—I‘ e Ly

ALE:

froicd platters at the Lefié Dirmitri Palace
orth tryimg; the soramelisr is passionate
About Croatian wines, which he pairs with
patters of crosting followsd by fish and meal
carpaccio, then pungent strawberry granis,

all served beneath fragrant ping
F Jh,_,‘llf 200 far two itk win

e s

the Gk and

i L The barbecues
WS, too. Even beftar s the fish
: terside restauran! Konoba
13AB5 20 F12068; about £100 for

i Lumbanda, where Stipe
Jurjvid and I-I; wife have cookad for mast

of ther lives. The lobsler pasta, made with
Enarmaus crustaceans from the restaurant's
OO SEE PONKD, 15 wery mreish,

I: rulnrl Koréula town before the crumn sh
Sene i atter Sam, il's packed with tou
-.Jl eritering b :_L-_I- -:t.ﬂ:ll.r-,- castellated pa
slop ol St Mark's Cathedral (don't miss the
hintoratle aitarpeoe or the modern Licee
of 5L Blase by local sculptor ivan Megtrovics,
Ihen take a boal to Lambarda for 1nch
has arie ol the sland's few sam Iy terachos) or
PO Swnrming in Vemile an slet with clear blu
walers populas with lacals, Tha wooced hell
ulis town offers gretty views al sunset:
Nk appeal, rent 2 bicyele or seootes
P ROrLA NG ar v alola b
for defailsy and wo for 3 3t afternosn wine toir
In the inlerice I finel inspiration at wene
karculainfocom), Korcula has no chic bars, bt
¥ou can lehe a Lioal-tax 10 peacoty! Kobas Bay
on the Paliesac poningule, whicl s inbati Ted
Ly Just Tive farnilies, mehading the L.-.m-* o l 10
land-back Luka's Taverna (110 395 20 7
vachtices i with his |
alcabiphe herh soncaclions,

Acve
it this

(oe

WD [ SIS ek |"









trom the 1Zth century; caves in
wirich the futuis Yugoeslay leader
Josep Tite was bacad during Wiorld
War [1: torts constructed by e
Bririst, whose graves overlook
the scas o which they defeated
Maputcon; and, uncapectodly,
a vricket club storted by one af
L ord Nelson's men, {Captain Sir
William Huoste, in 1509,
Surprisingly. given its considerable
distance from the UK, Croatia
is particularly popular with Britons.
After Ttalians (who dominate the
islands in July and August), it's
Erits who holiday here most; 15
familics from the UK now own
hemes inthe tiny town ol Yis
{ population 2,500). On the sland of
Koréula an Englishman has opencd
the island’s only chic hotel, the
Ledié Damitri Palace. And 0L s an

English woman. Anouska Hempel
or Lady Weinberg, who owns
Befuga, the most glamorous Turkish
zulet on the Adriatic, which [rom
this yean can be chantcrod Ty
luxury-lovers who want fo see the

Croalian coast i serons style
This isn't a hoat for those

who like their technology, glass

or space, IL is, rather, o handsome,

25-metre sailing cruiser, pamnted

black and powered by black

sails, Like a loating version of

I ady Weinberg's former London

hotol, Rlalkee, 1t 12 decorated in

a hightly controlled palette of

meonochromes, wood and rattan,

with high-ipuality detailing such as

Freue sheets. ine Rosentbal china,

powter platters, and Chitcau de

Dubrovnik

Where 10 siay
The only contemporary, beachside boubguo
hetel here s the BE-rogm Villa Dubrovil (00
FEE 20 0300, whwwsyilla-chulaowrik I, dobles
frorn €155, 10 minules’ walk Toom the Plode
{ate and with axpansive viaws of the old city,
Tre cepal, whife-ard-wood utenor 15 utterly
relazine, as is the large, irdoor mlinily

anl and
spias The oungers set out on stesde plationms
for sunbstting and e steps col ol e ucks
AT in the sea stress-froe Staff

ta make o

ara yaung, freondly and kaeen. and the baostormy
=5 15 decadently spacse

stoam rocimis and angs .
1sirg matural Testaks produectks. OF the six suites,
the Deluwe 1z tha bast with a larpe Tarrace and
Jacussi uver ook he sea

with saunas and

pal-fingored mas:

Where to eat and drink

Far vicwis — ot not cormfort or quahty of sonice
—the plaees 10 BEng ol arg 1he Twi casua
Liars ot Café Bar Bura (O 255 98 6150,
weevwcafobuza.corn), both sef beside tho oitade
wiallz on slesp rochs la
fashiananie Furo-yol
Campart and orango
the oungey (and. lale ol righl, puaedirg)
Eastwest Beach Club (00 555 20 4122000,

weew ave-dubrovnikecaorm). Foe (2od, Gil's Coisine
and Pop Bommge (000 350 20 3772201 woena
alsdubravribecor; aout 120 or bwe wathout
winel 15 the Mppest haunt in town: a muii-eve
Franch tusion meataurant sofn the citadel’s
rattipa s, serving disthes fiom turbot with

wihike bl

Tare, SLnhate ;

tha sun gete, Ur try

cumtard to cosame-and-chocolata

Juichdinng. The celiae Bulds o 1npresame

000 wanes, st ood winch are sippel o e
restaurdnt S roaliop lounge oy rey CANGINE
i b erwsanilight. Jl\-lhaucﬁ the inte 'l
look promigng - it's in a slighthy gloomy 1881
seafarer’s house — Nautika Restaurant (00 385

=

20 AAIEDE: warwnoutiaractnrant ooy

abaut L1 far tan] Ras twid BRrgciUs, suony
terraces cver luoking 108 coniury forts, and

e rrnnn et pernetly coobked Crostian
dishas: 58a Dass willh rang salad, wuttlefish
risolle, chooolate sauftld with aliva oroam
calice. i July and Augusl, duiing the Dutrovnik
Summier Fastneal Gansen dibrownik-testival he!
tival), it's the place to eal

dubrawnil-cummes §

Where (0 shop

Craatia iz Koewr tor the gquality of 15 ewslers
wna use stanes and seni-precious oorals in
innovative wiys. Favourntos mclude Clara Stones.
(Maljethovideyva 8. 00 385 20 221200 wew
clarastones cont, wiich sclls seral and sitver
jenaliery, and ararma Keidek (Roskoviceve 2
00 3RE 200 3200000 e kerpzal I, o sarrings
P with bails of milricate gild fligree,

For gourmet peesenls an ety pockagng, ey
Uje (Place 9 0O 385 20 324000, wwaw e hr'y
which stocks such reals a5 Iemon-niesed oive
nil mweent beasted almands and fig compote

Arid stop oft an the cenlues-od pharsacy n
the Franciscan monastery for (ocally procdoces
crearn infugsed with the soant of

organic

s, alrmioaied and orange blossom

What o do

11 yoL: o't fancy a guided tour, pel a copy

of the D Evewilness Travel Guide: Croatia
(Dorling Sinderstey, £10.99). which has a good
povervienw of Duleoviik's iain sights, and sleod
araund in your own bme, taking & cable-car
up the hillside abowa the ciby in the moroing,
and crploring the walls at sunset. stopping tor
a drink, ol Cafd Bar Buza




WMAR FELCOWEL

Bagnols glassware, Her former
butler, Jorge Ramos, and Blakes'
head chef, Neville Campbell, are
Jetied in o serve pretty coloured
jellies, deheous salads, and

otz of taffes — in jce cream.

om serambled ezes served with
cream on angel-hair pasta.

When Heluga sailed into the
harbour at [lvar to collect me, its
stark, black sails and holl sccmed
a little Morates of the Cariblrean:
on board, however, it was utterly
scductive. Two of the thiee cabins
have baths (although only the
main cabin is spacious; the other
wor are comfortable crash-pads
rather than airy diambers). By
the time you wake up. tanning
mls have been lined up on the
root with black pillows and hlack
towels. On the aft deck, a wide,
black awning, cleverly lined in
contl, whide cottan, provides enough
shade to spend lazy afternoons
with books and games, or taking
advantage of the Wi-Fi acccss
and satellite phone. There's a music
system to crank up for cockiails
{served [rom a pencrous bar) and
dozens of well-designed objects to

admire: trays, plasses, pames bhoards,
baskets, trunks, hats, cushions

Ax the equally siylish Jorge Ramos
says: ‘Everything is the best vou
can get, and cverything is perfoct.
For Lady W it's all in the detail”

At the end of my first day on
board, Beluga looked so dramartic
moored in a violently blue bay
that I felt obliged to dive in
and wdmire her from her watery
surrounds: her wide black Iwady
reflecting ripples of light her sleek
black sails offseiting the cloudless
blazing skies, and her handsome
stall lined upin their black shorts
and whitc hnen shirts, ready to
hand me a wwel (black natarally),
shower me down wilh Iresh water
(from a white shower-hose) and
hand me an icy GET with a lirtle
sprig of mint {a splash of colour s
allowved by Lady Wil it's edible).

IT 1 had £34,000 3 week 10 spare,
nexi year's holiday decision would
be black and white, too. T'd be back
again to lavish Belige with admiring
elances and love. Instead. alas, I'm
lefl with memories of 4 brict but (as
with most things in Croatiay rather
deheious affair. (1]

PENTNSULA

eELIESAC

- Villa Dubrovnik
i Rt

Clic Croatia

[he wnter and photograsher's trip was arranged by
Dalmatian Delinations (0333 700 8007, wwwdzlimalian
destinations.carm), which can arganise a similar 10-day
land- and sea-baged 1rip frorm £3,.200 par parson, This
includes a onc-week gulet cruise (bazed on a party of
guests sharng, and msluding all meals, crew and transters)
combined with three days o0 Hear, Lady Wainbens's

hrat, Beluga, 1= available exchimwely o charber U '”—'”Hh
DizImatian Bestinatans frorm 20,000 par weak for up to
seved guemsls o inchuce Tive crew and all food and drinks.

Getting there
Fram L onclon, Meitish Sirways (oo be oom). Fasyldet
(v casyiel corm) and Croatia dirkines (weovcroatia
arhnes com) the to Split and/or Dubrownk, Plybe (eane:
flarboe comm flies o Pubeovnik from Binmirghas, and
Bemiflaliy: (weow birnilebiy coeny from Ezst Midlands airport
aﬂmney e Flights Lake lwo hours 40 minuzes

1 Dubsrovnil, and 100 rminutes loss to St
Fermies run ropularty betwean bath aibes snd the man
ISEANGE [less frequently In Wingrh

Weather to go

* Miry, June and September e (1= Desl Limes 1o
VISIC Whan the svarage temperatura i 20°0 and

The fosens are less cromdecl Ths in pesl seasnn ¢ iy

and fuguet; avergge temperature 26°C) Winters can

L= Ol il g i one rmauntzins: fan ANy ANK Fabirary

are the wettest months,



