
travel

Dalmadan Coast. Croatia
Suellen Grealy goes island-hopping on

a charming boat charter in the Adriat ic

Croatia int imidated me before I got to know

it.  Apparently, A-l isters are scrambling to

bag the best vi l las, and i ts hip factor r ivals

St Barts. This might seduce cooler types,

but I  worried l 'd be shunned for wearing

last season's tankini.  Al l  I  want from an island

in the sun is to bl iss out in see-through

water, and eat barbecued f ish for supper,

so would Croatia be for me?

There are around '1 
,000 islands along

Croatia's Dalmatian Coast. Some are rockv

homes to a handful of
goats; others nave acres

of vineyards and sizeable

towns with thriving social

scenes. Hvar Town, with

its scenic harbour sett ing,

is our start ing point. Both

B i l l  Gates  and John

Malkovich have been
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urban ch ic  o f the

waterside bars and hotels.

Yet wander into the

squares and al leyways

nearby  and you ' l l  f ind

arch i tectu re unchanged

since i t  was commissioned

by Venetian princes al l  those centuries ago.

You could spend a week or two happily

id l ing  on  Hvar  ( the  is land has  the  same name

as i ts main town) or one of the other larger

islands. Kordula, for instance, has l ively bars and

restaurants within the ' l4th-century walls and

fairy-tale towers of i ts old town. Yet thick pine

forests make i t  a hiker's idyl l .  Brad, source of

the stone that bui l t  the White House, is also

the location of Croatia's most famous beach,

the golden spit  at Zlatni Rat. These islands have

a good boat-taxi, so you can reach even the

most  sec luded beaches and f i sh ing  v i l lages .

l fyou get the chance to island-hop, take i t .

The number of islands makes the seascape

vastly more interesting than Greece, and there

are endless bays to explore. l t 's yachtie-heaven.

I got lucky and joined a f loating party on the

Blue Star, a 27m Turkish-bul l t  schooner with

sai lboat charm and boutique hotel standards of

comfort.  We spent most of our t ime lounging on

deck, or si t t ing round the enormous oval table.

The nautical-style wooden interior is air-

cond i t ioned,  wh ich  he lps  in  the  cab ins .  They ' re

pretty, with comfy bunks, and each one has its

own small ,  shipshape bathroom. The three-man

crew knew al l  the best spots for swimming,

f ishing and lazing, as well  as partying. My

favourite anchor-drop was in Palmizana bay on

St Clement, one of the Pakleni islands off the

coast of Hvar. I swam around the boat in water

as clear as glass then scrambled ashore to

col lect some sun-warmed rosemary.
The havs  n f thc  Pak len i  i s lands  are  fu l l  o f

restaurants serving up fresh local dishes. The

family-run Meneghello restaurant in Palmizana

is just one that comes highly recommended, but
you can simply take your pick. We were happy
just observing them from our own table aboard

the Blue Star The chef regularly appeared from

his  t iny  ga l ley  be low deck  and c lamped a

charcoal brazier to the stern rai l ,  from which he

magicked up del icious gri l led seafood lunches.

We also dropped anchor in the gorgeous bay

at Vis, overlooked by a 1 6th-century palazzo. On

this island, you can get

your dose of recent

history by going inland

to see Marshall  Tito's

wart ime hidey-hole, or
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coast to a Bond-style,

and now deserted,

former Yugoslav navy

submar ine  dock .  Wi th

islands l ike these, i t

didn't  take long for

me to answer my

question - yes, yesl Croatia real ly was for me.

Cocktails at the waterfront Carpe Diem

on Hvar island. l t 's hip but laid-back.

Visit carpe-diem-hvar.com.

Sunbathing on Zlatni Rat, the amazing

beach that appears on all postcards of Bra6.

Authentic cuisine at family-run Pol Murvu

on Vis. Cafl (00 385) 2171 5117.
' The pretty cobbled alleys and streets

on Kordula, the birthplace of Marco Polo.
l

The Blue Star costs from f1,090 per person

per week (based on 10 sharing) ful l-board.

Caf l (020) 7730 8OO7, or visit dalmatian

destinations.com. Flights with Croatia

Airlines start from t150; call 0870 410 0310,

or visi t  croatiaair l ines.com. c-
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